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Area Information  
 
The Indian Creek Valley Bike/Hike Trail 
(ICVBHT) is constructed on a former railroad 
right -of-way alongside Indian Creek, a  
tributary of the Youghiogheny River.  Situated 
in the Laurel Highlands region of Pennsyl-
vania, Indian Creek flows through a broad  
valley located between the prominent ridges of 
Laurel Hill and Chestnut Ridge.  
 
Currently nearly eight miles of the trail are  
finished with a crushed limestone surface, and 
several additional miles exist through the  
scenic Indian Creek Gorge as unimproved  
surface.   
 
The Mountain Watershed Association (MWA) 
recently completed a trail feasibility study  
examining the possibility of extending the trail 
north toward Linn Run State Park and south 
toward the Youghiogheny River, where it could 
serve as a spur to the Great Allegheny Passage.  
If completed, this would allow cyclists to pedal 
from the Indian Creek Valley through to  
Pittsburgh, PA or Washington, DC, on the 
Great Allegheny Passage. 
 
Indian Creek was once severely degraded by 
drainage from abandoned coal mines.  In the 
past 15 years MWA has constructed four mine 
drainage treatment systems, some of which are 
visible from the trail.  With several additional 
treatment systems planned, MWA eventually 
will restore over 95% of Indian Creek. 
 
Both Saltlick Township and MWA have worked 
to complete portions of the trail and MWA is 
actively soliciting funding to complete  
additional sections.  To make a contribution, 
please contact: 

 
Mountain Watershed Association 
PO Box 408, Melcroft, PA 15462 

(724) 455-4200 
www.mtwatershed.com 

Trail Etiquette  
 
Welcome, and thank you for visiting the Indian 
Creek Valley!   
 
Portions of the ICVBHT run alongside private 
property.  Please respect the rights of adjacent 
property owners by keeping to the trail right -of-
way and packing out your trash.   
 
Stay near to the right side of the trail except 
when passing another trail user.  Give a clear 
and audible signal using your voice, bell, or 
horn before passing.    
 
The trail is closed to all motorized vehicular  
traffic including ATVôs.  Please report illegal use 
to the Pennsylvania State Police or MWA. 
 
Saltlick Township plows sections of the 
ICVBHT in the winter for walkers and runners, 
but portions, including the section between 
Champion and Jones Mills, remain unplowed 
and cross country skiing is welcome. 
 
The section of trail between Normalville and 
the Youghiogheny River is unimproved, and 
users should expect uneven and often wet sur-
faces, rocks, roots and other conditions that  
require caution.  It is recommended for  
experienced cyclists only.   
 
 


