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Natural Gas Permitting 



1. Laws and Regulations 

• Legislation affecting oil and gas exploration 
includes the state’s oil and gas laws: 
• Oil and Gas Act 

• Coal and Gas Resource Coordination Act 

• Oil and Gas Conservation Law 

• …and environmental protection laws: 
• Clean Streams Law 

• Dam Safety and Encroachments Act 

• Solid Waste Management Act 

• Water Resources Planning Act 



Laws and Regulations (cont’d) 

• These laws require the DEP to write and 
enforce additional regulations that are 
consistent with these laws 

• More detailed than the laws 

• Note the “purpose” of each set of laws 

• MORE IMPORTANTLY, the DEP is required to 
take public input on most of the regulatory 
actions it takes 



2. Permits 

• For each of the laws on Slide 2 and a few 
more, DEP issues permits 

• Wells, waste haulers, water treatment, 
dam construction, and many more… 

• We focus on three permits: 

• Water Management Plan 

• Erosion and Sediment Control General Permit-1 

• Well Permit 



Permits (cont’d) 

• Water Management Plan 

• Notes the source, location, and amount of water 
used in the drilling process 

• Must also show the anticipated maximum 30-day 
average daily quantity of withdrawal in gallons 
per day and the maximum rate of withdrawal in 
gallons per day 

• Must also have specifics on how the amount 
withdrawn will be measured and what safeguards 
are in place to insure compliance with pass-by 
flow requirements 



Permits (cont’d) 

• Erosion and Sediment Control (ESCGP-1) 

• Identify the exact coordinates, area, and 
type of project proposed 

• The Best Management Practices utilized to 
minimize disturbance must also be noted 
and detailed for regulatory review 

• 5 acre requirement 



Permits (cont’d) 

• Well Permit 

• Notice to all interested parties in the area 

• Copy of the plat for the well site to the surface 
landowner and those with water supplies within 
1000 feet of well location 

• Well may not be located within 200 feet horizontally 
of an existing building or water well without written 
consent or a granted variance 

• Well site cannot be within 100 feet measured 
horizontally from a stream, spring or body of water 

• Variance available from DEP 



3. Staying Informed 

• E-facts:  

•      www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/efacts/ 

• E-notice: 

•      www.dep.state.pa.us/enotice 

• Pennsylvania Bulletin: 

•      http://www.pabulletin.com/ 

 

 



Staying Informed (cont’d) 

• E-facts:  
www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/efacts/ 

 



Staying Informed (cont’d) 

 

 



Staying Informed (cont’d) 

 

 



Staying Informed (cont’d) 

 

 



Staying Informed (cont’d) 

 

 



Staying Informed (cont’d) 

 

 



Staying Informed (cont’d) 

 

 



Staying Informed (cont’d) 

• E-notice:  www.dep.state.pa.us/enotice 

 



Staying Informed (cont’d) 

• Pennsylvania Bulletin :  
http://www.pabulletin.com/ 



4. Monitoring 

• About 200 DEP inspectors for about 4,500 
Marcellus Shale wells 

• Citizens can help monitor and file complaints 

• Contact : 

• DEP at (412) 442-4000  

• Mountain Watershed Association at 
(724) 455-4200 

• Three Rivers WATERKEEPER at (412) 
589-9411 


